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2019 

Introducing Jesus 

Why Advent? 
During our Exodus series we saw the impatience of the Israelites when 
they decided to turn from God and build a golden calf. The people had 
a waiting problem. 

Impatience resumes its place in our society more than ever. If a red 
light lasts for more than a minute, we’re on edge. Waiting for our food 
to heat up in the microwave takes an eternity. Checkout lines are 
becoming obsolete due to self-checkout technologies. We, like the 
Israelites, are people who do not like to wait. Our hearts and minds 
quickly move from one thing to the next. 

If our waiting was not already a problem, throw on top the holiday 
season where consumerism is ramped up. We cannot get up fast 
enough from our Thanksgiving meal with our eye toward the 
Christmas cheer. And when the presents are all unwrapped and the 
last drop of eggnog is gone, we think to ourselves “only 364 more days 
until we get to do this all over again.”  

But Christmas doesn’t have to be confined to a day of presents, treats 
or even ‘Christmas cheer.’ This is where Advent comes in. The word 
Advent means ‘coming.’  Leading up to Christmas, the early church 
would remember the salvation narrative, anticipating the coming of 
Christ through Advent. Many would fast leading up to the birth of 
Christ. An Advent tradition that Christians partake in today is the 
lighting of candles on each of the four Sundays before Christmas.  

Advent teaches us to wait. Like the prophets who ministered and lived 
in a time where they waited and longed for Jesus to come; though we 
are on this side of the Cross and have seen by faith what the prophets 
longed for, we also wait and long for the day Jesus will come back for 
His bride to make all things new.  

This holiday season, our prayer is that you would not only celebrate 
and anticipate the birth of our meek and humble Savior in the 
salvation narrative, but also anticipate the coming of our King who is 
coming back and will reign once and for all. 



How to use this devotional Week 1: Know Jesus 
Monday, Nov. 25th  

Our goal is that families, couples, and individuals will be able to take 
time out of each part of their day to participate in this devotional for 
the four weeks leading up to Christmas. We believe that this 
devotional will help us wait and long for our Savior during this holiday 
season.  

This devotional contains daily liturgies that incorporate the upcoming 
Sunday service and includes supporting material that will help guide 
us and point us to Christ during Advent. 

An outline of what each week will look like:                                         

Monday’s liturgy will include a passage from Genesis followed by 
discussion questions (meditation), a prayer, a song, and a benediction. 

Tuesday’s liturgy will include a passage from Isaiah that will be 
read during the upcoming Sunday service followed by a prayer and 
song.  

Wednesday’s liturgy will include a New Testament parable that 
will be read during the upcoming Sunday service followed by 
discussion questions, a prayer, a song, and a benediction. 

Thursday’s liturgy will include a New Testament letter followed by 
a prayer and song. On this day, we also include a link to a video that 
features a missionary from the International Mission Board (IMB). 

Friday’s Liturgy will include the main preaching text for the 
upcoming Sunday service followed by discussion questions, a prayer, a 
song, and a benediction. 

Saturday’s Liturgy will include the lighting of a candle followed by 
the reading of the main preaching text (as a reminder), meditation, 
prayer, and benediction. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 1:1-2:4 

MEDITATION 

What are all the ways God’s word is powerful and active in this  
passage? 

PRAYER 

Give praise to God that He is the creator of all things. 

SONG 

All Creatures of Our God and King  

BENEDICTION 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make His face shine upon you, 
And be gracious to you;  

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 
And give you peace.” 

(Numbers 6:24-26) 



Week 1: Know Jesus  
Tuesday, Nov. 26th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 60 

PRAYER 

Pray and thank God that even though we live in a dark world, 
His light shines in us. Pray that you can share the light of God 

with others this holiday season. And pray, with a longing 
heart, for that day when God’s glory will fill the whole earth 

and darkness will be no more. 

SONG 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Week 1: Know Jesus 
Wednesday, Nov. 27th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 25:1-13 

MEDITATION 

In this passage the bridegroom is Jesus and the virgins are 
His followers. However, the parable describes two different 

types of Jesus followers: those who are diligent and prepared 
in awaiting His second coming and those who are not (and so 

prove not to be His followers). What does it mean to be 
diligent and prepared followers of Jesus? 

PRAYER 

Pray that the Spirit would keep you focused and prepared as 
followers of Jesus who are awaiting His coming. 

SONG 

Prepare Him Room 

BENEDICTION 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, 
immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s work, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

(1 Corinthians 15:58) 



Week 1: Know Jesus 
Thursday, Nov. 28th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 1:15-23 

PRAYER  

Pray and confess that we are broken people living in a broken 
world; but yet, praise God, that He sent His Son to die and to 
be raised from the dead so that now we can have peace with 

God and new life in Jesus. 

WATCH 

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-
resources 

Watch and Pray: “A Season of Change (Day 2)” 

Week 1: Knowing Jesus  
Friday, Nov. 29th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 1:1-5 
(Other suggested readings: Nicene and Athanasian Creeds) 

MEDITATION  

The “Word” in this passage is Jesus. Jesus, we find out, was not 
only with God in the beginning, but John is also claiming that 

Jesus is God from the beginning. John is having us think back to 
Genesis 1: “In the beginning God created…” What do these verses 
teach us about Jesus and His divinity? Why is it important that 

Jesus was with God and is God from the beginning and not 
merely a person that God created at the virgin birth? 

PRAYER 

Thank God that we are able to know Him by His son,  
Jesus, who became like us. 

SONG 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

BENEDICTION 

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

(Philippians 4:7) 



Week 1: Know Jesus 
Saturday Evening, Nov. 30th  

CANDLE LIGHTING 

The first candle symbolizes hope and is described as the 
“prophecy candle.” The prophets looked toward a day when 

the Messiah would be born. It represents and anticipates the 
coming Messiah. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Review John 1:1-5 

MEDITATION 

How does Jesus bring you hope? 

PRAY  

Pray that Jesus will continue to be the object of your hope. 

SONG 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

BENEDICTION  

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you believe so that you may overflow with hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.” 

(Romans 15:13) 

Week 2  
Prepare for Jesus  



Week 2: Prepare for Jesus 
Monday, Dec. 2nd 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 3:1-15 

MEDITATION 

This passage teaches us that sin - disobedience against God’s 
word - has consequences. It also points to how Jesus will 

crush sin and death. 

How did Adam and Eve disobey God? 

How did God prepare a plan to restore humans back to 
Himself (look at vs. 15)? 

PRAY 

Thank God that He did not leave us in our helpless state, but 
was preparing a plan to deal with our sin and separation from 

Him. Ask God to give you continual strength to trust in His 
word and obey his good commands. 

SONG 

Only a Holy God 

BENEDICTION 

“And my God will supply all your needs according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be 

glory forever and ever. Amen.” (Phil. 4:19-20) 

Week 2: Prepare for Jesus 
Tuesday, Dec. 3rd  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 40; Malachi 3:1 

PRAY 

Thank God that He has sent heralds that have gone before us 
to make a way for us to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Pray also that you would proclaim and make it easy for 
people to hear the gospel.  

SONG 

How Long, O Lord 



Week 2: Prepare for Jesus 
Wednesday, Dec. 4th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 25:14-30 

MEDITATION 

This passage teaches us that as faithful servants of Christ, we 
are to be good stewards of the financial resources, gifts, 

privileges, and opportunities that Jesus shares with us while 
we await His second return. 

How are you being a good steward and faithful servant of 
what God has given you for the good of His kingdom? 

PRAY 

Pray and seek God to see if there is any area in your life that 
you are not stewarding God’s gifts well in. Ask God to give 

you a generous and faithful heart. 

SONG 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

BENEDICTION 

“Grace be with all who have undying love for our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

(Ephesians 6:24) 

Week 2: Prepare for Jesus 
Thursday, Dec. 5th 

SCRIPTURE READING  

1 Peter 1:3-12 

PRAYER  

Thank God for His great mercy that He has revealed the 
mystery of the Gospel to you and is keeping you in the faith 

by His power. 

WATCH 

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-
resources 

Watch and Pray: “Gospel on the Move (Day 3)” 



Week 2: Prepare for Jesus 
Friday, Dec. 6th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 1:6-9 

MEDITATION 

We are not the light, nor do we give people the light, but we 
testify or point to the one who can bring the light of salvation 

which is Jesus.  

How have you seen the true light of Jesus in your own life, 
and how are you pointing others to the true light of Jesus? 

PRAY  

Like John, God has sent all of us to testify about Jesus. Pray 
that God would give you boldness in a dark and evil world.  

SONG 

Be Thou My Vision 

BENEDICTION 

“Many are asking, ‘Who can show us anything good?’ 
Let the light of your face shine on us, Lord.” 

(Psalm 4:6) 

Week 2: Prepare for Jesus 
Saturday, Dec. 7th  

CANDLE LIGHTING 

The second candle represents faith. This candle has been 
called the “Bethlehem Candle” to describe Mary and Joseph’s 

journey to Bethlehem.  

SCRIPTURE READING  

Review John 1:6-9 

MEDITATION 

How have you stepped out in faith to what God has called you 
to do? Is God calling you to step out in faith now? 

PRAY 

Pray that Jesus would be the true object of your faith 

SONG 
Prepare Him Room  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

BENEDICTION 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you believe so that you may overflow with hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.” 

(Romans 15:13) 



WEEK 3 
Respond to Jesus 

Week 3: Respond to Jesus 
Monday, Dec. 9th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6 

MEDITATION 

We see in these texts that God is already keeping the promise 
he made in Genesis 3:15. God is going to make a great nation 
from Abraham's family. This nation is to be a blessing to the 

rest of the world. 

How did Abram (Abraham) respond to God's promise that 
made him right in God's sight (look at 15:6)? Is this your 

response to God's promises? 

PRAY 

Ask God to reveal more of His good and perfect character to 
you for continued belief in His promises.  

SONG 

Give to Our God Immortal Praise 

BENEDICTION 

"May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
has loved us and given us eternal encouragement and good 
hope by grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 

every good work and word." (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17) 



Week 3: Respond to Jesus 
Tuesday, Dec. 10th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 42 

PRAY 

Thank Jesus that He was the servant that you and the nation 
of Israel failed to be. Pray that the Spirit would enable you to 

be a sacrificial servant and a blessing to others.  

SONG 

How Long, O Lord? 

Week 3: Respond to Jesus 
Wednesday, Dec. 11th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 21:33-44 

MEDITATION 
In this parable the landowner represents God; the vineyard 
represents Israel, Jerusalem, and the kingdom of God; the 
servants represent OT prophets; the farmers represent the 

Jewish leaders; the son represents Jesus. This parable 
teaches that the Jewish leaders were not willing to give what 
God deserves, which was the fruit of righteousness or doing 

what was right according to God. Jesus ultimately fulfills 
God's law and the Jewish leaders reject and kill Him. Are you 
offended by Jesus' words and deeds, or are you following and 

obeying them?  

PRAY 

Pray that the Spirit would produce the fruit of righteousness 
in your life so that you can follow Jesus wholeheartedly.  

SONG 

See the Destined Day Arise 

BENEDICTION 

"And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that 
in every way, always having everything you need, you may 

excel in every good work." (2 Corinthians 9:8) 



Week 3: Respond to Jesus 
Thursday, Dec. 12th 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Romans 5:1-11 

PRAY 

 Thank God, that through Jesus, we always have access to His 
presence and that He hears our prayers. Ask God to, whether 
if life is easy or hard, He will remind you of where your true 

hope lies. 

WATCH 

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-
resources 

Watch and Pray: "A New Beginning (Day 5)" 

Week 3: Respond to Jesus 
Friday, Dec. 13th 

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 1:10-13 

MEDITATION 
This passage teaches us that Jesus' own people did not 
receive Him like you would imagine. But those who did 

receive Jesus entered into His family. This also teaches us 
that you enter into the family of God by grace through faith, 

not by any sort of physical birth or ethnic descent. Is the faith 
you have given by God? Or, do you "borrow" or depend on 

others faith/beliefs?  

PRAY 

Pray that you would continue to receive Jesus for all that He 
is and commands. Pray for the day when Jesus will come and 

gather His family once and for all. 

SONG 

Prepare Him Room 

BENEDICTION 

"But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in 
the love of God, waiting expectantly for the mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ for eternal life."  
(Jude 1:20-21) 

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-resources
https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-resources


Week 3: Respond to Jesus 
Saturday, Dec. 14th 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

This candle symbolizes joy, and is known as the "Shepherd's 
Candle." The third Sunday of Advent reminds us of the joy 

that the world experienced when Jesus was born.   

SCRIPTURE READING 

Review John 1:10-13 

MEDITATION 

Like those who experienced joy when Jesus was born, we too 
experience joy as born-again Christians. What are all the 

ways Jesus brings you joy as you await His return? 

PRAY 

Pray that Jesus would be your true joy. 

SONG 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
In Christ Alone   

BENEDICTION 

"Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you believe so that you may overflow with hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit." (Romans 15:13) 

WEEK 4  
Understand Jesus 



Week 4: Understand Jesus 
Monday, Dec. 16th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 22:1-19 

MEDITATION  

This passage teaches us yet another account of Abraham's 
faith to God. Abraham feared God and was ready to sacrifice 
his own son. Unlike the Abraham account, God actually did 

sacrifice His own son, Jesus, to take our place under the 
judgement of God for our sins. How does this kind of radical 

love for you strengthen your faith in God? 

PRAY 

Pray, like Abraham, that you would fear God, and would 
always be in complete trust and obedience to His will. 

SONG 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

BENEDICTION  

Now may the God of peace, who brought up from the dead 
our Lord Jesus—the great Shepherd of the sheep—through 

the blood of the everlasting covenant, equip you with 
everything good to do his will, working in us what is pleasing 
 in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 

and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

Week 4: Understand Jesus  
Tuesday, Dec. 17th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Isaiah 11 

PRAY 

Pray that your allegiance will not be in any earthly leader, but 
ultimately in King Jesus. Pray that you would understand 

Jesus as your King. Soon King Jesus will rule the earth with 
perfect peace and justice.  

SONG 

Come Behold the Wonders Mystery 



Week 4: Understand Jesus 
Wednesday, Dec. 18th 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 13:44-52 

MEDITATION 

These parables teach that the kingdom of God is so valuable 
that citizens of His kingdom are willing to sacrifice 

everything they have for it.  

Why would someone sell all they had for a treasure like the 
kingdom of God? Would you? 

PRAY 

Pray that you would live for God's kingdom and not an 
earthly one.  

SONG 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

BENEDICTION 
  

 May grace and peace be multiplied to you through the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

HiS divine power has given us everything required for life 
and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by 

his own glory and goodness.  
(2 Peter 1:2-3) 

Week 4: Understand Jesus 
Thursday, Dec. 19th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

Philippians 2:1-18 

PRAY 

Give praise to Jesus who emptied Himself for you so that you 
could be filled with the Spirit. Therefore, pray that you would 

obey with joy and that you would not grumble or argue. 

WATCH 

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-
resources 

Watch and Pray: "Sowing Seeds (Day 6)" 

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-resources
https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering-resources


Week 4: Understand Jesus 
Friday, Dec. 20th  

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 1:14-18 

MEDITATION 

This text teaches us that the Word did not stop being God 
when He came to earth, but the Word took on flesh. The 

Word, God himself, tabernacled, or took up residence (think 
back to Exodus series) among His people. This also teaches 

us that Jesus is the full expression of God's covenant 
faithfulness with His people.  

Thinking back to Genesis 2 and 3, why is the revelation of 
Jesus so glorious? 

PRAY 

Pray that the Spirit would reveal more of who Jesus is 
through your time in the scriptures. 

SONG 

Joy to the World 

BENEDICTION 

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit." 

(Philippians 4:23) 

Week 4: Understand Jesus 
Saturday, Dec. 21st 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

This candle symbolizes peace. It is known as the "Angel's 
Candle" for what the angel's declared at the birth of Christ: 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 

people he favors!" - Lk. 2:14 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Review John 1:14-18 

MEDITATION 

How does Jesus bring peace? 

PRAY 

Pray that Jesus would be your ultimate peace. 

SONG 

What Child is This? 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

BENEDICTION 

"Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you believe so that you may overflow with hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit."  
(Romans 15:13) 



Week 5: Christmas Day 
Wednesday, Dec. 25th 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

The last candle symbolizes the life of Christ. It is knows as the  
"Christ Candle" as it represents the purity and sinlessness of 

our savior, Jesus Christ. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Luke 2:1-20 

GIVE THANKS 

Give thanks to God for all that He has done! 

Recommended Books for Advent 

Come, Let Us Adore Him: A Daily Advent Devotional - Paul 
David Tripp 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus: Experiencing the Peace 
and Promise of Christmas - Nancy Guthrie 

Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of 
Christ - Tim Keller  

The Christmas Promise (Tales that Tell the Truth) - Alison 
Mitchel and Catalina Echeverri 

Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of 
Christmas - Ann Voskamp 

Recommended Music Albums for Advent  

A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols: The Centenary Service - 
Choir of King's College, Cambridge 

Christmas - Sandra McCracken  

Joy Has Dawned - Kings (MHM) 

Prepare Him Room: Celebrating the Birth of Jesus in Song - 
Sovereign Grace 

Silent Night - Red Mountain 

The Light Came Down - Josh Garrels 

Waiting Songs - Rain for Roots 
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